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Athens Courses 2015– Teaching Staff 

KJ Orr 
KJ Orr is a short fiction writer, whose work has been widely published, broadcast on BBC Radio 4 and 
shortlisted for numerous awards, including the BBC National Short Story Award. She has worked as a writing 
mentor in London, published critical work and interviews on the short story and is completing a PhD on the 
form. She is a graduate of the MA in Creative Writing at the University of East Anglia. Her collection, Light 
Box, is due to be published in 2016. 
 
 

Dr Howard Cunnell 
Dr Howard Cunnell is a novelist, short story writer and academic. He has a PhD from the University of 
London and has been a Leverhulme Fellow at the University of Sussex. He is the author of the novels 
Marine Boy (2008) and The Sea on Fire (2012), which the Guardian described as ‘mapping new noir 
territory’. Dr Cunnell is the editor of Jack Kerouac’s On the Road – The Original Scroll (2007), called by the 
New York Times ‘the living version for our time’. Writer-in-residence with the Kingston Writing School, he is 
currently completing a memoir, Hard to Love, and Whitman, a collection of short stories. 
 
 

Linda Cracknell 
Linda Cracknell published Doubling Back: Ten Paths Trodden in Memory in May 2014. Narrative non-fiction 
that explores the relationship between landscape, walking and memory, the book has been described as ‘a 
winning combination of memoir, travelogue and literary meditation’ and was broadcast in abridged form as 
BBC Radio Four’s Book of the Week. She also writes fiction – two collections of short stories, which are in 
print, and a novel, Call of the Undertow – and radio drama. She teaches creative writing in many settings 
and is currently writer in residence at a children’s hospital in Edinburgh, Scotland. You can visit her website 
at www.lindacracknell.com. 
 
 

Dr Maurice Walsh 
Dr Maurice Walsh has worked as a foreign correspondent and documentary maker for the BBC, reporting 
from Africa, Asia, Latin America, the United States and Europe. A Knight Wallace Fellow at the University of 
Michigan and Alistair Horne Fellow at St Antony's College, Oxford, he focuses his academic research on a 
historically informed exploration of media and culture in the 20th and 21st centuries. His most recent book 
The News from Ireland: Foreign Correspondents and the Irish Revolution - a TLS Book of the Year choice -  
analyses the political dynamics of media representations during a colonial war and the ambivalence of the 
self-characterisation of journalists and writers as witnesses within the context of the new world order 
emerging after the First World War. 
 
 

Francesca Kay 
Francesca Kay is an award-winning writer of fiction. Her first novel, An Equal Stillness, was serialised on 
BBC Radio, won the Orange Award for New Writers and was short-listed for the Commonwealth Writers’ 
prize and the Authors’ Club First Novel Award. Her second, The Translation of the Bones, was long-listed for 
the Orange Prize in 2012. Both books have been translated into several languages, including Chinese. She 
won an Asham prize for her short story Holding the Baby. Her third novel, Starveling, will be published by 
Faber & Faber in 2016. 
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Jonathan Gibbs 
Jonathan Gibbs is a novelist, academic and critic. His novel Randall, or The Painted Grape, was published 
last year by Galley Beggar Press and is also available/forthcoming in Dutch and French. His short fiction has 
appeared in publications such as The Barcelona Review, The Best British Short Stories 2014 and Gorse. He 
has taught creative writing at the University of East Anglia and has written on books for the Independent, 
Telegraph, Guardian, Times Literary Supplement and elsewhere. 
 
 

Edward Docx 
Edward Docx is a British writer who lives and works in London. He has taught Arvon courses and Guardian 
masterclasses. His first novel, The Calligrapher, was cited by the San Francisco Chronicle as a best book of 
the year (2004) and was a finalist in The William Saroyan Prize and The Guilford. It has been translated into 
eight languages. His second novel, Self Help in the UK and Pravda in the US, won The Geoffrey Faber Prize 
and was long-listed for the Man Booker. Amazon (USA) listed Pravda as one of the best books of the year 
(2008), and The Hay Festival committee named Docx as one of the 21 most gifted young writers from around 
the world. His third novel, The Devil’s Garden, has recently been published. 
 
His non-fiction appears mainly in Prospect Magazine and the Guardian/Observer. He has been short-listed 
for The George Orwell Prize for Journalism and regularly appears on radio and television as a cultural 
commentator. 
 
 

A.J. Hartley 
A.J. Hartley is the New York Times and USA Today best-selling author of books in a variety of genres. His 
thrillers include The Mask of Atreus, On The Fifth Day, What Time Devours and Tears of the Jaguar, all of 
which have been translated into almost thirty languages worldwide. His fantasy adventure series (Act of Will 
and Will Power), centering on eighteen-year-old actor, Will Hawthorne, was first published by Tor. With David 
Hewson, he is the co-author of Macbeth, a Novel, an adaptation of Shakespeare's play written specially for 
audio, voiced by Alan Cumming, nominated for a 2012 Audie in the Best Original Work category and 
published as a conventional book in spring 2012. 
 
Hartley and Hewson's Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, A Novel, released as an audio book in 2014, was named 
Audible's Best Book of 2014. The first of Hartley’s middle grades fantasy adventure series, Darwen Arkwright 
and the Peregrine Pact, appeared in 2011, followed by Darwen Arkwright and the Insidious Bleck in 2012, 
and Darwen Arkwright and the School of Shadows in 2013. 
 
Hartley has a Ph.D. in English Literature from Boston University and is the Russell Robinson Professor of 
Shakespeare Studies at the University of North Carolina, Charlotte. He is the author of The Shakespearean 
Dramaturg, a performance history of Julius Caesar, Shakespeare and Political Theatre, and Shakespeare on 
the College and University Stage, as well as numerous articles and book chapters in his field. You can visit 
his website at www.ajhartley.net. 
 
 

Winsome Pinnock 
Winsome Pinnock is a scriptwriter whose plays include Taken, Leave Taking, Talking in Tongues and One 
Under. Her plays have been produced at the Royal Court Theatre, Royal National Theatre, Lyric 
Hammersmith and Soho Theatre in London, in San Francisco (Magic Theatre), Los Angeles (Ahmandson 
Theatre), and in Jamaica and Australia. Prizes include the George Devine Award, Unity Theatre Award and 
Pearson Plays on Stage Award. She was runner-up for the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize. She was Senior 
Visiting Fellow at Cambridge University and worked as a Script Editor for BBC television. She has also 
written for radio and television, and has taught with the Royal Court’s International Department. She is 
currently Head of Department for Creative Writing at Kingston University. 
 
 

Ahren Warner 
Ahren Warner is the Poetry Editor of Poetry London, the leading independent poetry magazine in the UK, 
and a Research Associate with the Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts. His books include Confer (2011) 
and Pretty (2013). He is the recipient of an Arts Foundation Fellowship, a Society of Authors Eric Gregory 
Award and two Poetry Book Society Recommendations. 


